
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 17 September 2014] 

 p6441b-6441b 
Hon Kate Doust 

 [1] 

CARSON STREET SCHOOL — TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.03 pm]: I want to talk 
about a very pleasant event I attended today. It was the tenth anniversary of conductive education at 
Carson Street School, which is a special education school in East Victoria Park. It is a fantastic school with an 
exceptionally dedicated group of teachers and parent community and a wonderful bunch of children. More than 
10 years ago, this school was struggling and needed to find something different because parents were queuing up 
trying to seek assistance for their children who were at an early learning stage. These children have quite 
a significant and severe range of disabilities. It looked abroad to find out what it could do to assist those children 
and with some assistance it found the conductive education program. Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich was acknowledged 
today, because when she was Minister for Education, she put in place a large tranche of funding over 
three years—I think it was more than $600 000—to enable the employment of teachers who had to be brought 
from the United Kingdom because Australia does not provide training for conductive education teachers. 
A series of teachers have come into the school. It has now moved from having one room to having its own 
purpose-built facility at the back of the school. It is ever increasing its numbers and opportunity. It is now 
a vibrant independent public school with a very active parent group. It has an active fundraising arm to support 
the activities of the children. 

Every year a number of other members and I are fortunate enough to attend the school’s end-of-year function. It 
is probably the one that I look forward to attending the most because the whole school is engaged and these kids 
are very positive. Today it was particularly enjoyable to see one of the first children who graduated through the 
conductive education program, and who is now in high school, back at the Carson Street School. The program 
looks at communication, mobility and exercise. Today it was wonderful to listen to parents talk about how their 
children had progressed from not being able to talk or communicate. In some cases some of the children were 
not able to move but are now able to roll over or stand and focus. These may sound like very small changes to all 
of us with very healthy children, but to these parents with children with significant disabilities, that change from 
not being able to move to being able to roll over or stand up is like moving a mountain. Some of those children 
can now walk or talk. 

This school has worked diligently. The principal, John Exeter, the deputy, Ros Hamling, the president of the 
parents and citizens association, Liz Green, their board, and the parent community all need to be congratulated 
for having persisted and become experienced lobbyists who are quite skilful at asking for help. They have 
created such significant change that the school is now being held up as a role model in this area of education in 
Western Australia. They are not resting on their laurels and saying that this is enough for them. They would 
eventually like to see the conductive education program rolled out into other teaching facilities across the state 
and, hopefully, outside the metropolitan area; they have a long waiting list of families trying to attend 
Carson Street School to access this program because they have been to be able deliver some very concrete 
outcomes for these children. I hope that whoever is in government over the next few years will be able to provide 
support to the school to provide access to the teacher training required for conductive education in 
Western Australia, rather than having to import teachers from the UK or other European countries or seeking 
teachers from over east who have already been trained. To have locally-grown teachers experienced in this field 
of work is very important and would be of great benefit to children throughout the state. 

I know there was some interesting discussion earlier, but I remind members that excellent work is being done in 
our communities and our schools. Today reminded me how quickly 10 years can flash by. I think I was a fairly 
new member when I started going to meetings at Carson Street and we talked about the initial program, and 
I met the first two teachers who arrived here in Perth—luckily, they married local boys so they could stay, and 
they brought along their own children today. Those 10 years have passed quickly and the number of children 
participating in the program has grown from a handful, a good half-dozen, to more than 50 or 60. A number of 
other satellite schools are engaged and teachers from other places are coming in and looking at the program and 
starting to roll it out elsewhere.  

I commend Carson Street School for the outstanding work it does and congratulate it on the excellence of its  
10-year program, and I wish it well for the future. I hope it achieves its goals of providing the rollout to other 
schools and hopefully, one day, of achieving the capacity to have conductive education teacher training provided 
here in Western Australia rather than overseas. 

House adjourned at 10.09 pm 
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